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This booklet was produced in Spanish following a workshop on Sustainable 
Livelihoods and Payments for Environmental Services (PES) held in Oaxaca, 
Mexico, March 2005. The booklet has been designed for communities interested 
in establishing or participating in PES schemes. The workshop and booklet were 
funded as part of IIED’s project on Developing Markets for Watershed Protection 
Services and Improved Livliehoods. 
 
The production of this booklet was led by Alejandro Guevara of Universidad 
Iberoamericana in collaboration with Carlos Munoz from the Instituto Nacional de 
Ecologia. 
 
Summary: A community leader tells a friend from a neighbouring community that 
the community has decided it needs to clear some of its communal forest so that 
there is more land for members to grow corn and graze cattle. His friend tries to 
point out the advantages of keeping the forest and tells him about payments for 
environmental services (PES). The community leader is interested and invites 
him to come and tell other community members at the next community meeting. 
The friend arranges for an engineer (agronomist) to talk to the community at its 
meeting the following week and answer questions.  
 
The engineer explains about the different types of ecosystem services such as 
flood prevention and carbon sequestration and the role of forests. He goes on to 
inform the community about various PES schemes including the Federal 
Government's scheme – what they would need to do to qualify for this and how 
they would need to organise themselves to protect the forest and to prevent their 
cattle from grazing there. 
 
A few days later, there is a visit from a community member’s uncle who lives in a 
village that is selling carbon offsets. He explains to one of the women in the 
community about how the scheme works and how the carbon payments 
supplement the income from selling wood. The final section shows the new 
school teacher (rumoured to be both pretty and knowledgeable about PES!) 
telling a woman who owns some cattle about the possibilities for PES (with 
eavesdropping from some male admirers). 
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